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lion dollars, has never been found. Taken altogether,
the gold of the Ineas was probably the greatest accu-
mulation of the precious metal the world had ever
known prior to the time of the conquest.
Gold, however, was valued only for its beauty, its
ductility, its imperishable nature, the ease with which
it could be worked and the fact that its color was sym-
bolic of the sun. It had no intrinsic nor monetary
value, and it was used solely for ornaments, decora-
tions, religious vessels and other objects, for cere-
monial articles, and even for implements and utensils
for utilitarian purposes. As goldsmiths, the Incans
never approached the perfection of the Chimus, the
Mayas, the Aztecs or many of the more primitive and
less cultured races of Central and South America.
As a rule, the true Incan metal work was rather
crude. The bulk of the real Incan gold and silver
objects are very thin, and are hammered or beaten
into shape, the designs or patterns upon them being
sometimes incised or engraved, and at other times
pressed or hammered out like repousse work.
In addition to gold and silver, the Incans used cop-
per, or a natural bronze alloy, extensively. Many of
their tools and weapons, as well as ornaments and
images, were of these metals, and various methods
were employed in forming them. Many were cast,
others were forged or hammered into shape, and oc-
casionally welding or soldering was employed. Most
of the really fine metal work ordinarily attributed to
the Incans is in reality of pre-Incan origin. But as?
it is often impossible to determine whether a mummy,
a grave or a specimen is Incan or pre-Incan, usually
they are all called Incan*